WORLD GEOGRAPHY STUDY GUIDE

        
     UNIT EIGHT: SOUTHWEST ASIA

This unit will discuss the physical and human geography of the countries commonly called the Middle East, home to some of the earliest human settlements and a major source of cultural, religious, and economic influence.

Objectives:

· Pupils will identify key aspects of Southwest Asia’s physical geography, climate, vegetation, and human-environment interaction. 

· Pupils will identify key features of human geography in Southwest Asia. 

· Pupils will examine serious issues faced by the people of Southwest Asia. 

	Key Concepts

	1. Research involves gathering, sorting, and analyzing data.

2. Landforms and climate have a major impact on movement and settlement patterns in a region.

3. Climate, vegetation and natural resources affect the lifestyles of people in a region.

4. Physical processes shape the characteristics of a place.

5. Religious beliefs form a central unifying element of many cultures. 

6. Differences in culture and religious beliefs can lead to conflict and competition.

7. The availability of natural resources determines the level of economic development in a region.

8. Diversification of economic activity expands a country’s economic base.

9. Natural resources are the basis for economic activity in many nations.

10. Nations exert control over territory and resources and will fight to maintain that control.

11. Religious beliefs can be the basis for conflict.

12. Conflict between groups and nations comes from many sources.

13. Available resources have a strong impact on the level of economic development and jobs in an area.

14. Natural resources are renewable or non-renewable.

15. Often people adapt to or modify their physical environment based on available resources.


	Key Vocabulary

	Terms: wadi, oasis
Bodies of Water: Arabian Sea, Black Sea, Dead Sea, Indian Ocean, Persian Gulf, Red Sea, Bosporus, Dardanelles, Straits of Hormuz, Euphrates River, Tigris River,
Landforms: [Anatolian Peninsula], Arabian Peninsula, Zagros Mountains, Hindu Kush, An-Nafud Desert, Najd Desert, Rub Al-Khali Desert
Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Jerusalem, monotheism
Golan Heights, Zionism, Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO), West Bank, Gaza Strip, Sinai Peninsula.

OPEC, petrochemicals, freshwater, saltwater, desalinization, aquifer



Week # 1: April 13-17: Ch #21 “Harsh & Arid Lands”

Test: A-Days: 4/15, B-Days: 4/16
· Describe the human and physical characteristics of the same place at different periods of history. (2A: History)
· Explain the distribution of various climates in terms of wind, precipitation, temperature, and factors that influence them; such as latitude, longitude, warm /cold ocean currents, position on the continent, and mountain barriers. (4A : Geography)
· Analysis of political, economic, social, and demographic data (5B: Geography)

· Explain the processes which caused cities to grow at various locations along transportation routes, availability of resources which attracted settlers and economic activities, and continued access to other cities and resources. (6B: Geography)
· Explain interrelationships between physical and human processes that shape geographic characteristics of places, such as economic development, urbanization, population growth, and environmental change. (8A Geography)

· Construct and interpret maps to answer geographic questions, infer geographic relationships, and analyze geographic change. (21C Social Study Skills)

· Use geographic terminology correctly. (22 C Social Study Skills)

Week # 2: April 20-24: Ch’s #22 & 23 “Religion, Politics, & Oil” & “Southwest Asia”

Test: A-Days: 4/22, B-Days: 4/23

· Describe the human and physical characteristics of the same place at different periods of history. (2A: History)

· Identify the physical and human factors that constitute a region such as soils, climate, vegetation, language, trade networks, river systems, and religion. (9A: Geography)
· Give various examples of ways multiple groups view culture places, and regions differently. (16 B: Culture)

· Identifying factors affecting the location of various economies ( 11B: Economics)

· Explanations of how conflict and cooperation influence voting, trading zones, and resource allocation/consumption (14B: Government)

· Analysis of cultural change within a region (18B: Culture)
 Assignments:

· Read chapter twenty and complete a MR.HELP chart for the chapter. Due at the end of week one. 4/17/09

· Read chapter twenty-one and twenty-two and complete one REAP chart for both chapters. Due at the end of week two. 4/24/09
Test Dates:

Pay days will be on Wednesdays/Thursdays of every week!! Therefore, be prepared!!

“IF YOU FAIL TO PREPARE, PREPARE TO FAIL!”
