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Unit Six: Africa
This unit presents a study of the countries of both northern and sub-Saharan Africa, and provides an examination of the concepts of settlement patterns and migration, cultural influences on land and resource use, geographic determinants of economic activity and standards of living, cultural diffusion, and differing concepts of regions.
Objectives:

· Pupils will identify key features of Africa’s physical geography, climate, vegetation, and human-environment interaction.

· Pupils will identify features of human geography in the five sub-regions of Africa.

· Pupils will learn that Africans face serious issues and a health-care crisis, and are seeking solutions. 

	Key Concepts

	1. Landforms and physical features influence what people do and how they organize politically, socially, and economically.

2. Location affects global and inter-regional relationships.

3. Regions contain a diversity of natural resources.

4. Voluntary or involuntary migration affects the population characteristics of regions.

5. Physical barriers (deserts, mountains, rivers, seas) and political barriers (boundaries, languages, economic and cultures) influence migration patterns.

6. Events in history take place within geographic contexts.

7. Spatial divisions on the earth’s surface are over control of resources, strategic routes or domination of other peoples.

8. Technologically advanced groups dominate less technologically advanced groups.

9. Industrialization drives the need for resources.

10. History is shaped by environmental, economic, social and cultural factors.

11. Political boundaries change over time.

12. Physical barriers create divisions among people.

13. Continents contain diverse physical, economic, and cultural regions.

14. Current issues have both a regional and global impact. 

15. Historical events impact current economic systems and practices.

16. Current regional economies are closely linked to the global economy and reflect interdependence.


	Key Vocabulary

	Terms:  basin, rift valley, plateau, desertification

Landforms:  Sahara Desert, Kalahari Desert,  Sahel, Horn of Africa, Cape of Good Hope, Great Rift Valley, Atlas Mountains, Mt. Kilimanjaro, Congo Basin, Serengeti Plain
Bodies of Water: Atlantic Ocean, Indian Ocean, Red Sea, Mediterranean Sea, Nile River, Congo River, Niger River, Lake Victoria, Lake Tanganyika

Bantu Migration, emigration, immigration, push-pull factors, imperialism, ethnic/tribal groups, globalization

stateless societies, apartheid, Nelson Mandela, Desmond Tutu, Kwame Nkrumah

HIV/AIDS, pandemic, epidemic, cholera, malaria, tuberculosis, famine, starvation

commodity, one-commodity countries, cash crop, globalization




Week # 1: February 16-20/09: Ch #18 “The Plateau Continent”
Test: A-Days: 2/16, B-Days: 2/17
· Describe the human and physical characteristics of the same place at different periods of history. (2A: History)

· Analysis of political, economic, social, and demographic data (5B: Geography)

· Identifying factors affecting the location of various economies ( 11B: Economics)

· Analysis of resources affecting migration patterns (12B: Economics)

Week # 2: February 23-27/09: Ch #19 “From New Beginnings to New Nations”
Test: A-Days: 2/25, B-Days: 2/26
· Analysis of cultural change within a region (18B: Culture)

· Describe and compare patterns of culture, IE language (17A: Culture)

· Analyze examples of cultures that maintain traditional ways: (18C: Culture)

· Designing Maps & graphic organizers to present geographic information on features, distributions, and relationships (22A: Social Study Skills)

Week #3: March 2-6/09: Ch # 20: “Today’s Issues: Africa”
Test: A-Days: 3/04, B-Days: 3/05
· Explanations of how conflict and cooperation influence voting, trading zones, and resource allocation/consumption (14B: Government)

· Comparing various perspectives on geographic issues, IE Acid Rain (15C: Citizenship)

· Analysis of technology in economic & agricultural aspects (20B: Science, Technology, & Society)

· Analysis and evaluation of valid sources of geographic information, such as primary and secondary sources, photographs, maps, and etc (21B: Social Study Skills)

Assignments:

· Read chapter eighteen and complete MR.HELP charts for the chapter. Due at the end of week one: 2/20/09
· Read chapter nineteen and complete REAP charts for this chapter. Due at the end of week two: 2/27/09
· Read chapter twenty and complete REAP charts for each section of the chapter. Due at the end of week three: 3/06/09
Test Dates:

Pay days will be on Wednesdays & Thursdays. Therefore, be prepared!!
“IF YOU FAIL TO PREPARE, PREPARE TO FAIL!”
