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Students will finish TAKS Diagnostic test, practice writing short answer responses and a composition geared to a prompt for a personal narrative.  The focus for these next three weeks is to prepare for the upcoming TAKS test on March 3rd.  Students will learn the most effective ways to answer short answer TAKS questions as well as look at a variety of ways to begin and end an essay
Objectives:
Students will use conventions and mechanics to write clearly and effectively

Students will develop drafts and proofread writing
Students will increase vocabulary skills applicable to the study of literature

Students will write effective short responses using text evidence
Students will write Dialectical Reader notes for a novel

Week of  February 16 – February 20  TAKS Diagnostic 

· Respond to journal prompts
· Finish and review diagnostic test.

· Students will compose a comparison/contrast essay for The Crucible.
· Students will edit and revise their essays
· Students will engage in text-based discussion on a New York Times article
The Crucible   Writing Prompt

Both Arthur Miller’s play The Crucible and Anne Bradstreet’s poem “To My Dear and Loving Husband” depict a husband-and-wife relationship in Puritan times.  In an essay, compare and contrast these relationships.  Consider such qualities as the following:  the depth of love, the degree of commitment, and the amount of personal fulfillment.  Conclude by telling which relationship better reflects the Puritan ideal—a love that brings the individual closer to God.

Week Two:  February 23-27

· Respond to journal prompts 
· Students will discuss short answer responses for TAKS preparation

· Students will identify elements of personal narrative including:  good intros (leads); dialogue; interior voice; transitions; descriptive imagery; and point of view

Week Three:  March 2-6

· English Language Arts TAKS Test 2009:  March 3
· Respond to journal prompts
· Students will begin pre-reading strategies for F. Scott Fitzgerald’s novel The Great Gatsby

· Students will identify new vocabulary in The Great Gatsby

· Students will write Dialectical Reader notes
