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“The Great Gatsby is a classic—a novel that is read spontaneously by pleasure-seekers and under duress by students.  A popular classroom fallacy holds that classics are universal and timeless.  Literature has staying power, but it is subject to metamorphosis.  Every reader’s response to a work of fiction is determined by his or her presuppositional bias, beliefs, experience, and knowledge.”







--Matthew J. Bruccoli








Preface to The Great Gatsby : The Authorized Text
Objectives
Students will engage in effective note taking through annotation and Dialectical Reader notes
Students will recognize and identify: 
⁯ symbols
⁯ themes
⁯ recurring motifs

Students will construct images such as graphic organizers based on text descriptions and text structures
Students will draw inferences such as conclusions, generalizations, and predictions and support them with text evidence

Students will identify new vocabulary
Unit Essential Questions:
What is the American Dream?
Is the American Dream a reality or a myth?
To what extent has the American Dream been realized?
How do authors use the resources of language to impact an audience?
Questions for Large Group Discussion:


What are the contrasts between dreams and realities?


How should the conflict between passions and responsibility be solved?


How does power, or lack of power, influence people?


How is our world reinvented through creative expression?


To what extent does art imitate life/life imitate art?


How does fiction mirror society?

Texts
The Great Gatsby  The Authorized Text by F. Scott Fitzgerald (ISBN 0-684-80152-3)
The American Dream: Illusion or Reality?; Language of Literature pgs 820 - 822

“Winter Dreams” by F. Scott Fitzgerald; Language of Literature pgs 841 - 860

When the Negro Was in Vogue by Langston Hughes (essay) Language of Literature pgs 932 - 937
How It Feels to Be Colored Like Me by Zora Neale Hurston Language of Literature pgs 950 – 957
Poetry

“A Dream Deferred” by Langston Hughes

“Richard Cory” by Edwin Arlington Robinson

“I, Too” by Langston Hughes



“Any Human to Another” by Countee Cullen

“The Weary Blues” by Langston Hughes

“Life for My Child Is Simple” by Gwendolyn Brooks
“We Wear the Mask” by Paul Laurence Dunbar
Week of March 9 – March 13 & March 23 – March 27

*Spring Break Mar 16 – Mar 20
· Respond to journal prompts
· Students will discuss the concept of The American Dream

· Students will annotate texts (dialectical reader notes)

· Students will engage in Text-Based-Discussion protocol

· Students will identify new vocabulary
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