Challenge Early College

English II 
Spring 2009
M. Selvas/ mselvas@houstonisd.org

Three week plan: In these three weeks we complete our reading of The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald. 
Students will practice finding figurative language in the text, and they will write concise summaries for each chapter.  They will also continue to build their vocabulary by defining words and putting them in the context of the story.  For the mock trial students will review the elements for persuasion, and prepare evidence for their case.  The argument is a persuasive essay.
Objectives:  
· increase vocabulary skills applicable to the study of literature

· engage in effective note taking and finding evidence in the text to support their response
· identify themes, symbols and recurring motifs as well as figurative language
· review the elements of effectively making an argument

· use conventions and mechanics to write clearly and effectively

Week One:  April 6-10 (no school on Good Friday)
· Respond to journal prompts
· Self-monitor independent reading and set new goals
· Discuss Chapters 4-6 in The Great Gatsby

· Dialectical Reader(DR)* notes are due for Chapters 4-6
· Create a figurative language piece using quotes from your DR notes 

Week Two:  April 13-17 (School Field Trip on April 17th)
· Respond to journal prompts 
· Self-monitor independent reading and set new goals
· Discuss Chapters 7-9 in The Great Gatsby
· DR notes for Chapters 7-9 are due 

· Students will prepare for a trial to decide “Who is morally responsible for the death of Gatsby?”  Students will need to collect text evidence to support their opinion.
· Students will write their argument for the trial.

Week Three: April 20-24
· Respond to journal prompts
· Self-monitor independent reading and set new goals
· Practice for Trial (20/21). Written argument is due.
· Trial(22/23):  students will be responsible for individual and group participation as well as their written argument
*DR notes should include at least 5 examples of figurative language from each chapter.  The quotes need to be explained.  Each chapter should be summarized.  Five new words from each chapter should be defined in the context of the text.

