Challenge Early College

English II 
Spring 2009
M. Selvas/ mselvas@houstonisd.org

 Three week plan: The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald begins*.  Students will finish an essay that they have drafted and revised, and begin reading the preface to the novel.  After spring break we will delve more deeply into the book, and we will use it to build vocabulary as well as explore themes and motifs in literature. 
Objectives:  
· Students will develop  drafts and proofread writing 
· use conventions and mechanics to write clearly and effectively

· increase vocabulary skills applicable to the study of literature

· engage in effective note taking
· identify themes, symbols and recurring motifs
· use graphic organizers

Week One:  March 9-13 (end of nine weeks)
· Respond to journal prompts:  Can money buy happiness?
· Self-monitor independent reading and set new goals
· Finish editing and typing personal narrative

· Students will read the preface to The Great Gatsby and write DR notes including study guide questions (Study guide questions need to be completed over Spring break.)
· Final typed drafts of student essays are due Tuesday and Wednesday.

Spring Break:  March 16-20   Students will finish DR notes for preface and forward and can begin reading The Great Gatsby The Authorized Text by F. Scott Fitzgerald (ISBN 0-684-80152-3). 
Week Two:  March 23-27 (Beginning of last nine weeks)
· Respond to journal prompts 
· Self-monitor independent reading and set new goals
· Define new vocabulary for Chapters 1, 2 and 3.  Find the sentence in the novel that matches each word. If students buy their books, this can be done directly in the text.
· Students will write DR notes that follow a theme, motif and symbol in the story.

· Quiz on Chapters 1-3.

Week Three:  March 30-April 3
· Respond to journal prompts
· Self-monitor independent reading and set new goals
· Quiz on Chapters 1-3.

· Define new vocabulary for Chapters 4, 5 and 6.  Find the sentence in the novel that matches each word.

· Students will write DR notes that follow a theme, motif and symbol in the story.
.
*We will finish The Great Gatsby during the week 4 of April 6-9.

DR notes will be collected and graded.  Students will choose a theme motif or symbol and write an essay using their DR notes for evidence to support their thesis. 

